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Dear Colleague: 





As it now stands, a new bill introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives has 
important implications for public school adult education. Rep. Frank Thompso Jr.,(D-N.J.) 
introduced HR 4970 on February 28. It authorizes a three-year program of federal financial 
assistance for public elementary and secondary schools. An identical bill was introduced in 
the Senate as S-1021 by Sen. Wayne L. Morse (D-Ore.) 


The bill specifically is aimed at elementary and secondary education, but, so far at least, 
it makes no mention of the age of students. Because of this, experts on federal legislation 
believe the bill may provide federal reimbursement to schools regularly enrolling adults 
in courses of study leading to the completion of an elementary or secondary school education. 





Since reimbursement provisions of the bill are based on average daily attendance (ADA) 
figures, presumably only those states would be eligible where adult student attendance figures 
are similar to the ADA used in the day school. Since each state has different criteria 
for ADA, the present bill would be difficult to administer. But there are two ways out. One, 
attempts may be made to amend the existing bill from ADA to age specifications. (A similar 
bill written last year based payment on the 7-through 17-year-old age bracket.) A second 
possibility is for the U.S. Commissioner of Education to establish a federal ADA pattern on 
which reimbursement would be made accordingly. 





The first alternative eliminates any help for adult education. NAPSAE will be working to 
prevent that alternative. The second alternative could help us and NAPSAE, in that event, 


would work closely with the U.S. Office of Education in seeking a favorable statement of ADA 
standards. 





An important implication for state leaders is that they begin incorporating into the state 
regulations governing adult education, if not already doing so, that attendance records be 
kept on an ADA basis. 





Another important feature of the same bill (also called the "School Assistance Act of 
1961") is a provision for special educational projects. It states that, “each state education 
agency shall set aside an amount equal to 10 percent of the sums allotted to it for paying part 
of the cost of pilot, demonstration, or experimental projects of local educational agencies 


designed to meet public school problems and to develop or evaluate public school programs of a 
special or unique nature." 





It goes on to say that these special programs could include, but not necessarily be limited 
to, “remedial or special instructional programs for pupils having special language or adjustment 
problems, programs planned in cooperation with public or private non-profit agencies dealing 
with problems related to the alleviation of deteriorated or depressed areas and the families and 
children residing therein, programs for developing multi-purpose uses of elementary and 
secondary school facilities and programs to encourage and stimulate educational excellence." 











The 10 percent figure mentioned in this provision can be used to develop any special 





project which the school feels is fitting and necessary for the improvement of instruction and 
services of the public schools. This, of course, may be interpreted as including special projects 
in the field of public school adult education. 


President Kennedy's education message to Congress in February included a statement on 
vocational education. The President said that "the technological changes which have occurred 
in all occupations call for a review and re-evaluation" of the National Vocational Education Acts. 
He called on the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare to convene an advisory body to tackle 
such a review. NAPSAE President S.E. Hand has taken preliminary steps to urge the HEW 
secretary to include a public school adult education representative as a part of the advisory body. 
The decision of the President to include this in his message was based in large part on a document 
from the U.S. Office of Education entitled, "Vocational Education in the Next Decade: Proposals 
for Discussion." The report makes recommendations for modifying and extending older programs 
and for introducing new programs. The document deals with the development and objectives of 
vocational education and with anticipated future manpower requirements. 


Elsewhere on the Washington scene, plans for the annual NAPSAE Conference are moving 
ahead rapidly. D.C. adult educators, accustomed to living and working in a "convention town," 
are busy shaping the myriad loca! arrangements necessary for a national convention. Program 
details are worked out and participants are being lined up now. Washington's Sheraton- Park 
Hotel will be Conference Headquarters though some sessions will be held in the National Education 
Association building. The dates: November 9-11, 1961. The theme: “Meeting the Challenge 
of Change.” 








The 1961 conference, immediately following the Adult Education Association Conference 
in the same hotel, will be very much of a workshop with considerable time set aside for study groups. 
Membership of the workgroups will remain constant throughout the first two days of the three-day 
conference. The workshops, organized according to economic and growth patterns, will be set 
up in these areas: 1) urban communities with increasing areas of economic depression (often 
accompanied by decreasing population); 2) urban communities with rapidly changing population 
patterns; 3) rural communities with rapidly changing populations; 4) urban communities with little 
or no change in population; and 5) rural communities with little change in population. 





The conference will be divided into two major areas of emphasis. The first two days 
(Nov. 9 and 10) will offer delegates an opportunity to do intensive work on ways in which the 
public school adult education program can make a difference in the way with which individuals 
and communities cope with the problems and opportunities of change. This part of the conference 
will open with a presentation by a social analyst of key social forces exerting influence on 
individuals and communities. Workgroups then will discuss: 1) what are the implications of 
changes in today's society for adult education? 2) what are the specific adult education 


functions which the public schools can perform? and 3) how can the local directors of adult edu- 
cation move ahead in needed areas? 





The final day of the conference (Nov. 11) will be devoted to the concerns of special groups. 
For teachers, an all-day meeting will be held on methods. This session, under the leadership 
of National Training Laboratories staff members, will deal primarily with using the classroom group 
as an aid to learning, determining and overcoming blocks to learning, and identifying ways whereby 


teachers can transfer many of the responsibilities for maintaining the learning process to members 
of the class. 





For administrators, the final day of the conference will be devoted to the "Administrators' 





Workshop" == one of the most attractive features of former conferences. 





The Administrators' Workshop will consist of special seminars on the problems of planning 
and administering adult education within the framework of the public schools. State directors of 
adult education also will meet as a group on November 11. 





For the record, now is the time to make arrangements with your superintendent for budgetary 
arrangements for you to attend the conference. _If you want to attend and would like a special 


invitation or if you need additional information now to insure your participation, write to the NAPSAE 
headquarters office. 





A three-year grant of $225,000 ‘for strengthening liberal adult education in the public 
schools has been made to NAPSAE (through the NEA) by the Fund for Adult Education. The grant 
will be used to improve and extend offerings in liberal subjects, with special emphasis on the areas 


of local, national, and international affairs and economics, and on the objective of education for 
public responsibility. 





The greatest single obstacle to the development of public school adult education is the avail- 
ability of full-time professional leadership. More than half of the people now responsible for the 
adult education programs of the public schools are on half-time assignment or less. The FAE grant 
is designed to demonstrate ways and means of overcoming this limitation as well as another -- the 


need for continuous in-service training of individuals given responsibility for adult education 
leadership. 





One part of the plan will be for NAPSAE to make available limited funds to a selected number 
of local school districts to enable them to employ directors of adult education half-time where 
none is now employed, or full-time where employment is now half-time. The superintendent of 
schools in each community will be asked to “use all possible resources in continuing the position 
on a full-time basis after the one year of project support is completed, and to participate in at least 
one regional training meeting with the director." A total of 21 communities will be chosen by 
NAPSAE with the assistance of state departments of education. 





Another aspect of the grant-supported program will be a series of three-day training sessions 
for project directors, their superintendents of schools,and at least one school board member from 
each district represented. This "team training" is designed to advance the concept and practice 
of programing inthe area of education for public responsibility and liberal adult education on the 
part of all individuals with major responsibility for adult education within a school district. 





Still another project will be the continuation of the NAPSAE public information project. This 
will include the employment of a writer full-time on the NAPSAE staff to prepare materials for the 
mass media which will stimulate an appreciation of the role of education in stimulating public 
responsibility and helping develop citizens capable of making responsible decisions. 





This latest FAE grant brings to $663,130 _ the total received from the FAE since 1953. 
Previous grants have been used largely to strengthen adult education services of state departments 
of education and to strengthen the liberal, general, and non-vocational aspects of the public 
schools' adult education programs. 





On May 1, Thomas J. Gilligan, presently assistant director of the NEA Press and Radio 
Division, wal become assistant superintendent for adult and vocational education in the Seattle 
Public Schools. Before joining the staff of the Press and Radio Division, Dr. Gilligan was the 
assistant executive secretary of NAPSAE. In Seattle, Dr. Gilligan will use his background in 
public relations as his specialized experience in adult education. | 





Although NAPSAE memberships have been zooming over the past six months, the 
Association has received few complaints about mixed-up records, billing people for renewals 
who sent in their check months ago, and all the other headaches that seem to be a greater or 
lesser part of any operation requiring attention to so much detail. 





A principal reason for the care with which NAPSAE memberships are handled is Mrs. Helen 
de Jong, NAPSAE membership secretary. In a memorandum indicating the kind of individual 
required to assist in the membership department, Mrs.de Jong set forth the following speci- 
fications: a person is needed "who is fully aware that a name is not just a name but a person. 
Having ten 'names' to handle at one time does not make it 'wholesale,' but,on the contrary, 
makes the responsibility tenfold, in order to devote as much care as ever to each individual 


member."' The individual employed to meet these requirements -- Susan Rubenstein -- the 
newest member of NAPSAE's staff. 





The National Purpose, which appeared last May and June as a series of ten articles by 
nationally known leaders in Life Magazine and the New York Times, has become a popular civic 
and public affairs activity in the public school adult education programs in New York State. 

The Bureau of Adult Education of the New York State Education Department has prepared an 
"Administrator's Manual and Discussion Guide on the National Purpose" to be used in conjunction 
with the paperback edition of these articles. The manual provides help for the administrator, 

the leader, and the participant in operating a reading-reaction-discussion program for adults. 

Long range plans call for a second manual based on the "Goals for Americans," prepared by the 


President's Commission on National Goals to further enrich the curriculum of public affairs adult 
education in the state . 











Cordially, 


[CobetG Liha _ 


Robert A. Luke 
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